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INTRODUCTION 
To become independent learners it is necessary to be able to access the written 
word. The reading process depends on knowledge of inter-related skills, each 
contributing to the overall understanding of the messages conveyed within a text. 
Children need to learn to be confident readers so that they can read both for pleasure 
and meaning. 
 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
At Wray with Botton Primary School our aims are: 
• To create a stimulating environment in which all children are actively encouraged to    
enjoy books, and are motivated to want to read by themselves. 
• To teach all pupils to read efficiently and effectively for a variety of purposes. 
• To teach the rules governing the structure of language. 
• To provide all children with an effective phonics program in Key Stage one that 
meets the requirements of the Rose Review. 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING 
FOUNDATION STAGE 
Children will be taught to read in the Foundation stage using the Letters and Sounds 
resource from the DFES. Children will be rapidly introduced to letter sounds (Phases 
1-4) in the Autumn term and throughout the rest of the year, which will give them 
good foundations for learning to read. The reception high frequency words will be 
introduced alongside reading books for children to develop a good sight vocabulary. 
By the end of the foundation stage most children should be able to: 
• read a range of familiar and common words and simple sentences independently; 
• know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to 
bottom; 
• show an understanding of the elements of stories, such as main character, 
sequence of events, and openings, and how information can be found in nonfiction 
texts to answer questions about where, who, why and how; 
 
KEY STAGE ONE 
In Key Stage 1, teachers will continue to build on the children’s reading skills further 
by sharing big books together and modelling good reading. As well as continuing to 
teach the remaining phases 4-6 from the Letters and Sounds document. During 
Literacy lessons children will have the opportunity to do Guided reading where 
teachers can target ability groups for reading and teach specific skills. Children will 
be introduced to a range of text types including; multicultural stories, poems, rhymes, 
fairy tales, traditional tales, encyclopaedias, dictionaries, non-fiction texts, picture 
books, stories by significant authors. Children will be taught how to read for meaning 
and answer questions about texts looking at characterisation and plot.  
 
YEAR 1 SCREENING TEST 

The Government has developed a phonics screening check (June 2012). It has been 
designed to confirm that children are able to decode using phonics to an 
appropriate standard by the end of Year 1, and to identify those pupils who need 
additional support. The check aims to provide parents and teachers with the 
reassurance they need that each child has learnt the basic code of the language. 
Pupils taking the test must read aloud a list of 20 words and 20 “non-words” to a 



teacher. The “non-words” ensure that children are decoding and not repeating words 
they have learnt already. 

 

By the end of Year 1 pupils should: 

 Give the sound when shown any grapheme that has been taught 

 Blend phonemes in order to read words 

 Know most of the common grapheme-phoneme correspondences 

 Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words 

The screening test will be administered by the Class Teacher on a one to one basis. 

 
KEY STAGE TWO 
In Key Stage 2 teachers are responsible for continuing the phonics program with 
children who need extra support in reading. Children will be given opportunities for 
silent reading during the day. A range of genres will be introduced to older children 
including auto biographies, letters, diaries, short stories, poems and play scripts. 
Children will be taught how to analyse texts and comment on author creativity. 
Children should have regular opportunities to read aloud to teachers and peers. From 
this the teacher can monitor mastery of sight vocabulary, application of phonics, 
development of fluency and expression, knowledge of the structure of language and 
audience awareness. 
Teachers will keep records of their pupil’s progress in reading and will report to 
parents regularly throughout the year. Reading levels will be entered on the whole 
school tracking grids. 
 
SPELLING, GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION TEST 
This was introduced by the Government in 2013. 
 
 
 
READING SCHEMES 
A variety of reading schemes will be used throughout school to develop children’s 
reading skills. Books will be chosen at the appropriate level for children. The reading 
books will be banded into colours depending on the difficulty of the text. Children will 
have to be fluent at one level before moving onto the next. Children will have the 
opportunity to read a range of books including stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction. 
Children will regularly read to their class teacher and comments on the children’s 
progress will be noted in a home-school diary. 
 
LIBRARY 
Choosing and reading books from the library is seen as very important in the 
development of independent reading. We aim for the library to be attractive and to 
provide a range of literature suitable for all age ranges and abilities. Children will visit 
the village library once a month to select a book. The school library will be used to 
research class topics and support learning in the classroom. Library loan boxes are 
ordered each term to support the learning topic. 
 
ICT 



ICT will play an important role in supporting children’s reading at school. The 
following software is available to support phonics teaching: 1st Phonics, Floppy and 
Friends, Talking phonics and Nessy phonics and reading support. 
 
 
 
MONITORING AND REVIEW 
The monitoring of reading at Wray with Botton Primary is carried out in the following 
ways; 
• Staff meetings to update teachers on new initiatives eg. Letters and Sounds. 
• Observations and discussions with teachers across the school 
• Ensuring good quality reading books in all key stages for children to choose from. 
• Data of SATS scores and teacher assessment entered for reading on tracking 
grids. 
• Phonics tracking sheet for all children in key stage one and passed onto key stage 
two.  
• Termly assessment of reading in KS 1 and 2 recorded on school tracking grids. 
 

Whole School Reading Activities 
 
In addition to the more formal taught reading activities and lessons the children at 
Wray with Botton Endowed Primary School take part in a variety of reading projects 
including: 

 Be caught reading competitions 

 Book Week Projects 

 Hosting the Anne Frank Exhibition  

 Extra Curricular Reading Club 
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