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Wray with Botton Endowed Primary School 

 
Homework Policy 

 
Introduction 
 
Homework is anything children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their 
learning, in response to guidance from the School.  Homework encompasses a whole variety 
of activities instigated by teachers and parents/carers to support the children’s learning.   
  
Purpose 
 
Homework will: 
 

 Promote an effective partnership between the school, parents and carers in 
supporting the aims of the school. 

 Consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding particularly in numeracy and 
literacy. 

 Encourage pupils to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study on 
their own, and prepare them for the requirements of secondary school. 

 
 

Rationale: 
 
We believe that learning is not confined to school hours and that: 
 
        “Learning at home is an essential part of the good education to which all 
          our children are entitled” 1997 White Paper ‘Excellence in Schools’ 
 
We recognise that the educational experience that any school by itself can provide is limited 
by the time and resources available; children can therefore benefit greatly from the 
complementary learning that they do at home.  We see homework as an important example 
or cooperation between teachers and parents/carers.  One of the aims of our teaching is for 
children to develop as independent learners, and we believe that doing homework is one of 
the main ways in which children can acquire the skill independent learning. 
 
Homework plays a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment.  However, we also 
acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development.  
While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the 
activities of various out-of-school clubs and other organisations that play an important part 
in the lives of our pupils.  We are well aware that children spend more time at home that at 
school, and we believe that they develop their interests and skills to the full only when 
parents/carers encourage them to make maximum use of the opportunities available 
outside school. 
 
Aims and objectives: 
 

 to ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility; 
 

 to ensure that the needs of the individual pupil are taken into account; 
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 to improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils; 
 

 to extend and support the learning experience via reinforcement and revision; 
 

 to provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work together in 
partnership; 

 

 to encourage parents and children to work together to enjoy learning experiences; 
 

 to prepare year 6 children for secondary transfer. 
 

 to help children develop good work habits for the future 
 
 
EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) and Year 1: 
 
Homework in FS and Year 1 should centre on reinforcement of concepts covered in class.  
Ideas for Parents will be included in the Friday letter each week. 
 
Tasks will include: 

 Set reading from a graded book; 
 

 Spellings or phonic work which may take the form of a game; 
 

 Ideas for activities linked to classroom studies. 
 
Parents are expected to share these activities with their children, reading with children, 
supervising spelling practice or playing games. 
 
Reading bedtime stories and taking opportunities to talk with and listen to young children 
remain of utmost importance to the child’s development. 
 
Children are expected to complete approximately 1 hour of homework a week. 
 
From Year 2 to Year 6: 
 
Tasks set at key stage 2 will include:   

 

 Daily reading practise 
 

 Weekly Spellings 
 

 Learning Logs – An objective will be given in the learning log each week 
focussed on a particular subject.  Ideas for activities will be included. 
(please see www.learninglogs.co.uk for further ideas and information) 

 
                                                                  
Tasks set for Year 2 – Year 6 will carry an expectation of increased independence, although 
parents are encouraged to monitor their children’s work and to give help if required. 
 

http://www.learninglogs.co.uk/
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There are no set guidelines as to how much time children should spend doing homework.  
Children are actively encouraged to continue their studies at home but this should fit around 
the interests, clubs etc. they have out of School. 
 
All work undertaken will be monitored and marked as appropriate and feedback given to 
children. 
 
Inclusion: 
 
We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life.  We ensure that all tasks set 
are appropriate to the ability of the child, and we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all 
children can contribute in a positive way.  Children are encouraged to think about creative 
ways of approaching the homework tasks and completed them to the best of their ability.  
We value and celebrate the cultural diversity of our pupils and their families, and we 
appreciate the enrichment that this brings.  When setting homework for children who are 
named on the register of special needs, expectations take into account targets on their 
individual education plans (IEPs). 
 
Music Practice: 
 
Children who receive instrumental lessons are expected to undertake regular practice in 
addition to the homework outlined above. 
A practice notebook will be provided and teachers will make clear the practice required for 
the following week. Such practice will ensure progress and so maintain the child’s interest. 
 
For further guidance reference may be made to the following additional policies and 
guidelines: 
 
                Reading  
                Special Needs 
                Mathematics 
                Home School Agreement 
 
The role of Parents and Carers: 
 
Parents and Carers have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an 
important part of this process.  We ask Parents and Carers to encourage their child to 
complete the homework tasks they are set.  We invite them to help their children and when 
they feel it to be necessary, and to provide them with the sort of environment that allows 
children to do their best.  Parents and Carers can support their child by providing a good 
working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library, or use the internet 
regularly, and by discussing the work that their child is doing. 
 
If Parents or Carers have any questions about the homework, they should, in the first 
instance, contact the child’s class teacher.  If their questions are of a more general nature 
they should contact the Head teacher.  Finally, if they wish to make a complaint about the 
school homework policy or the way in which it is implemented; Parents or Carers should 
contact the Governing Body. 
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Use of ICT: 
 
The use of ICT and the internet has made a significant contribution to the amount of 
reference material available at home, and the ease and speed with which it can be accessed.  
We expect pupils to produce their own work, perhaps by editing something they have found, 
or by expressing it in their own words.   
 
There are many websites containing highly educational material which can have a powerful 
effect on children’s learning.  Parents and Carers are advised always to supervise their child’s 
access to the Internet. (Please also see The School’s ICT and Internet Policy) 
 
Evaluation: 
 
This policy will be reviewed by the curriculum committee and updated as necessary. 
 
Signed: 
 
 
Date: 

 

 

 

  


